Variants of hepatitis B virus.
Variations in the course of disease caused by hepatitis B virus may often be attributed to genomic variants of the virus. It must be kept in mind, however, that other factors, i.e. immunocompetence of the host and new methods of detection such as PCR, may also result in apparently aberrant phenotypic expression. Examples of both situations are presented here and the need is stressed for combined virological, biochemical and clinical studies.